
 
 

 
21 November 
 
Jump into Christmas with a full festive line up across England’s Coast  
 
This festive period, England’s Coast vows to bring a Christmas to remember. This 
clever tool offers over 2,000 coastal businesses to browse – including hotels, B&Bs, 
self-catering properties, activity and attraction operators, transport companies, 
restaurants and much more. Discover the many ways you can explore and enjoy the 
breath-taking English coastline this festive season.  
 

    
L-R: Whitby Beach; Bournemouth Christmas Tree Wonderland; Dover, White Cliffs; Durham 
wreath making 
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Welcome glittering festive lights and the sound of 
popping corks. Whether you’re planning to explore bustling markets with a hot toddy in hand 
or a blustery Boxing Day walk along the coast, you can be sure to find the perfect escape 
across every part of England’s beautifully varied coastline. 
 
Familiarise yourself with just a few ways to kick off the festive season along the 
coast... 
 
Enjoy bespoke Christmas produce in East Yorkshire  
Tis’ the season to see East Yorkshire at its twinkling best. From 7th – 9th December, the Made 
in East Yorkshire Christmas Market will celebrate the very best produce that East Yorkshire’s 
local businesses have to offer. Along with late night shopping for those last-minute Christmas 
buys, the market offers an array of festive entertainment and activities throughout. 

 
Head to Bridlington’s Old Town for its popular Dickensian Christmas Festival on Sunday 4th 
December, from 10.30am to 4pm, The town will be brimming with festive cheer with around 
40 stalls offering hand-made gifts and local produce. Enjoy hot chestnuts and street food, 
while vintage Christmas tunes ring out. Youngsters will be kept busy with a choice of vintage 
children’s rides and a visit from Father Christmas on his sleigh in the afternoon. Later on in 
the month (17th December), the historic Bridlington Priory Church will host a Christmas Brass 
& Voices evening, a chance to get into the festive spirit with moving carols and live music in 
atmospheric surrounds (£13pp).  
 
Walk through a twinkling wonderland in Bournemouth 
The highly anticipated Christmas Tree Wonderland returns to Bournemouth this year, from 
18th November – 2nd January. Cast your eyes over the 60ft centrepiece walk-through a pine-
scented walkway of glittering trees from around the world and enjoy all that’s on offer at the 
Alpine Market and Lodge Bar. Then buckle up for the outdoor skating ring and show off your 
best moves (or bum slides) while singing along to  favourite Christmas classics!  

https://www.englandscoast.com/en
https://www.visiteastyorkshire.co.uk/whats-on/made-in-east-yorkshire-christmas-market-2022-p1812341
https://www.visiteastyorkshire.co.uk/whats-on/made-in-east-yorkshire-christmas-market-2022-p1812341
https://www.visiteastyorkshire.co.uk/blog/read/2022/11/east-yorkshires-best-christmas-markets-b60
https://www.visiteastyorkshire.co.uk/whats-on/christmas-brass-and-voices-p1809321
https://www.visiteastyorkshire.co.uk/whats-on/christmas-brass-and-voices-p1809321
https://www.bournemouth.co.uk/christchurch/whats-on/bournemouth-christmas-tree-wonderland-p2613653


 
Enjoy a seaside celebration in Poole  
Join in the celebration of Poole’s rich nautical heritage at the brand-new Poole Christmas 
Maritime Light Festival from 19th Nov – 2nd Jan. Weave your way through an ‘under-the-sea’ 
light curtain and Christmas trees dressed in dazzling lights and maritime decorations. Explore 
the bespoke crafts and gifts, in addition to the light installations, funfair rides, and, of course, 
indulge in delectable food and drink on offer throughout the town and Quay, with Europe’s 
largest natural harbour as a stunning backdrop. 
 
Drink in the sights of White Cliffs Country  
Stroll along the breath-talking chalky White Cliffs of Dover and take in the mesmerising views 
of the English Channel. To complete the magic of Christmas, in Dover’s Market Square, 10th 
December, meet Father Christmas’ reindeers and the bearded man himself! Step into Santa’s 
grotto and pose for a photo before receiving a special treat including locally designed 
Christmas cards, a Christmas story book, colouring pencils and a delicious iced gingerbread 
man. 
 
Ice Sculpture extravaganza in Redcar and Cleveland  
Prepare to see the sand turn to snow in Saltburn on 17th December. After last year’s Ice Trail, 
the renowned ice sculptures, Sand in Your Eye, will return, to place nine beautifully designed 
ice sculptures across Saltburn, creating a wonderful one-day Ice Trail for families to explore. 
Get your game face on as each sculpture will reveal a secret clue that you’ll need to complete 
the trail competition. Along with this wintry trail, you’ll have the chance to meet some familiar 
faces... Scrooge and Mr Scratchit will be spreading Christmas cheer across Redcar high 
street and esplanade. 
 
Brave the sea in North York Moors National Park  
Continuing the glorious 70-year celebrations of the North York Moors National Park, get 
ready to take the plunge! In the seaside town of Whitby, it has become tradition to enjoy a  
refreshing North Sea Boxing Day Dip. This unforgettable and memorable experience raises 
plenty of funds for local charities with fancy dress all part of the fun and for many dippers, a 
must, with prizes available for the very best.  
 
Under the dark night skies, not far from Whitby, is the beautiful location of Kettleness where 
the only sign of artificial light is from just half-a-dozen houses nearby. This little hamlet offers 
a cliff top with a superb dark sky vantage point where, on a clear night, you can spy up to 
2,000 stars at any one time. 

 
Step into Christmas on Durham’s Heritage Coast 
With gospel choirs, visits from Santa and Christmas brunches and lunches galore, the coastal 
town of Seaham is perfect for a seasonal escape. Join the carol-singers at Dalton Park on 
17th December,  feast on breakfast with Santa on 17th December at the Seaton Lane Inn, and 
get creative with wreath-making at Dalton Moor Farm on 18th December. And where better to 
enter the spirit of Christmas than at a carol service in one of the very oldest churches in 
England – St Mary the Virgin Church? 
 
Add a little magic this Christmas with Scarborough Sparkle 
Immerse yourself in the wintry scenes of the 10.5-mile walk between the seaside towns of 
Scarborough and Filey. The track is a relatively gentle route, with beautiful coastal scenery, 
making it perfect for little legs as well as avid hikers  
  

https://www.pooletourism.com/whats-on/poole-christmas-maritime-light-festival-p3163293
https://www.pooletourism.com/whats-on/poole-christmas-maritime-light-festival-p3163293
https://www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk/whats-on/meet-the-reindeers
https://www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk/whats-on/meet-the-reindeers
https://redcarcleveland.co.uk/enjoy/event/saltburn-ice-trail/
https://www.discoveryorkshirecoast.com/discover/whats-on/whitby-lions-boxing-day-dip-p1830041
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/visiting/north-york-moors-coast/stargazing
https://allevents.in/seaham/christmas
https://www.thisisdurham.com/explore-durham/durham-towns/seaham


Grab your warmest winter coat and layer up as, along the way, Scarborough Sparkle arrives 
at Scarborough Open Air Theatre on 25th-27th November, the perfect way to kick off the 
festive season. Truly one for all the family, keep the kids entertained on the traditional Ferris 
wheel and take a ride on the illuminated land train before heading to the magnificently dimly- 
lit Tipi for mulled wine toasted marshmallows and log fire. Presents galore are on offer at 
more than 35 stalls offering gourmet food, hand-crafted gifts and much more. 
 
Eat, drink and festive beach clean-ups in West Sussex 
With quiz nights at the beach café in Littlehampton, wine tastings at its vineyards and tree 
dressing at the Weald and Downland Living Museum. the, West Sussex coast is packed with 
festive events. And if you’d like to give something back this Christmas, consider joining a 
beach clean-up on 11th December at Windmill Beach.  
 
A world of artistry in the Isle of Thanet  
For lovers of art, from 12th November – 23rd December, local artist, Matthew Alexander will be 
showcasing his mastery of traditional landscape technique in his Christmas Exhibition 2022. 
With the exhibition taking place in his purpose-built gallery, guests will be invited to enjoy 
mulled wine and minced pies  while taking in the stunning works of this fine artist.  
 
Cosy Christmas classics in the Isle of Wight  
Take a trip  to Alum Bay, a charming shingle beach which is arguably one of the most 

picturesque stretches of the Isle of Wight. Perfect for a day out fossil hunting or simply 
admiring the preserved cliff faces.  
 
Not far from the sands of Alum Bay, enjoy a trip to the movies from the comfort of your own 
car and get Christmas started in style at Isle of Wight drive-in cinema. From family favourites 
to classic Christmas rom coms, you’ll get everyone in festive mood with f the likes of Elf, Love 
Actually and Home Alone, amongst others on 3rd and  4th December.  
 
A Christmas market under the glittering lights in Northumberland  
 Immerse yourself in the spirit of Christmas in the cobbled streets of Northumberland over two 
wonderful days. Located in the Gatehouse in the Village Square, on 26th and 27th November, 
the Christmas Bijou Makers Market is one for all, showcasing a selection of handmade crafts, 
unique gifts and delectable Christmas delights. Get the family all bundled up and head out for 
the perfect Christmas evening under Northumberland’s blanket of stars. 

 
 
ENDS 
 

 
 
Press: For further information, high-res images or to discuss a commissioned press trip, 
please contact Lizzie Cooper or Sally Firth at Travel PR on 020 8891 4440 or 
l.cooper@travelpr.co.uk / s.firth@travelpr.co.uk. 
 
For more information on England’s Coast visit www.englandscoast.com/en or contact 
Sheron Crossman, National Coastal Tourism Academy Marketing & Communications: 
Sheron.crossman@coastaltourismacademy.co.uk.  
 
England’s Coast advises visitors to adhere to local travel restrictions and regional tiers, which 
can be found on the Gov UK website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/full-list-of-local-restriction-

https://www.discoveryorkshirecoast.com/discover/whats-on/scarborough-sparkle-p1289901
https://www.experiencewestsussex.com/whats-on/families/
https://www.visitthanet.co.uk/events/matthew-alexander-christmas-exhibition-91928/
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/things-to-do/alum-bay-beach-p993841
https://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/whats-on/christmas-drive-in-cinema-2022-p2112941
https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/explore/things-to-do/events/arts-culture/bijou-christmas-makers-market
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tiers-by-area.  
 
Notes to editors: The England’s Coast project is delivered by the National Coastal Tourism 
Academy, whose partners include: Discover  Yorkshire Coast, The North York Moors 
National Park Authority, Visit East Yorkshire, Visit Lancashire,  Visit Cumbria, This is 
Durham, Visit Northumberland, Visit Essex, Visit Thanet, Dover/White Cliffs Country,  Visit 
Brighton, Experience West Sussex, Visit Portsmouth, Discover Gosport, Visit Isle of Wight, 
Coast with the Most -Bournemouth/Christchurch/Poole and  Hornblower City Cruises Poole. 
 
The NCTA was established in 2013 to help job creation and economic growth in the tourism 
economy of coastal towns.  .  It is a not-for-profit organisation, working with industry, coastal 
destination partners, government departments, academia and national coastal organisations 
and is the recognised voice of coastal tourism. 
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